
DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI) AND FINDING OF NO 
PRACTICABLE ALTERNATIVE (FONPA) 

FOR THE PROPOSED BASE RELOCATION/EXPANSION  

AT ROSECRANS MEMORIAL AIRPORT 

MISSOURI AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

ST. JOSEPH, MISSOURI 

 

This FONSI is a draft based upon input generated to date and prior to the public review.  
The Draft FONSI and Environmental Assessment may be changed based upon public 
review of the documents. Consistent with the requirements of 32 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) 989.15(e), this DRAFT FONSI is being made public. 

 

The National Guard Bureau (NGB) has prepared this Environmental Assessment (EA) 
to evaluate potential consequences to the human and natural environment associated 
with relocating and expanding the 139th Airlift Wing (139 AW) base at the Rosecrans 
Memorial Airport.  NGB prepared this EA pursuant to the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) of 1969 (42 United States Code 4321 et seq.), the Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions of 
NEPA (40 CFR 1500-1508), and United States Air Force Environmental Impact Analysis 
Process (32 CFR 989 et seq.).  

 

PURPOSE/NEED 

 

The purpose of relocating 139 AW is to support the redevelopment, which is in need of 
upgrading to accommodate an Aeromedical Evacuation (AE) Squadron and meet flood 
risk management, force protection, and modernization requirements to continue 
operation. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 

 

# Project Title/#/Year Alternative 1 Preferred Alternative 

1 Asphalt Repair Base-
Wide 
/ULYB182009 /2020 

No alternative 
identified. 

Mill/repave asphalt pavement 
base wide, replace concrete 
with new full depth concrete, 
add new pavement markings 
and signage. 

2 Renovate Building 4 
to Support 
Aeromedical 
Evacuation Mission 
/ULYB172013 
/2020 

Construct new 12,900 
SF building.  

Fully renovate Building 4, 
including interior layout and 
finishes, utilities and HVAC, 
doors, adjacent driveways. 

3 Renovate Building 58 
for Supply/ NA / 2024 

Demolish existing 
building and construct 

Fully renovate building 
including interior layout and 



new facility at same 
footprint.  

finishes, utilities and HVAC, 
doors, adjacent driveways. 

4 P-341 Open Skies 
Facility 
/ULYB189006 
/2021 

Use a temporary facility 
only, with no 
construction.  

New 3,800 SF building to fully 
support mission.  

5 P-341 Security 
Forces Facility 
/ULYB179001 
/2021 

Construct entirely new 
building at new site.  

Add 6,000 SF to existing 
building, including renovation 
of existing building to ensure 
efficient configuration.  

6 Aircraft Parking 
Apron, Phase I 
/ULYB189001 
/2023 

Construct all new apron 
at one time, instead of 
phased approach.  

Construct only phase I apron 
(a portion of the larger plan for 
new apron), including 62,240 
SY pavement, drainage, 
signing and lighting. 

7 P-341 Base Supply 
Warehouse 
/ULYB139021 
/2023 

Construct new supply 
warehouse at new 
location. 

Add 8,000 SF to existing 
building, including renovation 
of existing building to ensure 
efficient configuration. 

8 Base Security and 
Infrastructure 
/ULYB189002 
/2025 

Renovate old ECP or 
rely only on current 
ECP (so that there is 
only one). 

Construct new 1,600 SF ECP 
including utilities, pavement, 
security features, visitor 
center, drainage, and 
landscaping. 

9 General Purpose 
Maintenance Hangar 
/ULYB189003 
/2027 

Renovate current 
facility.  

Construct new 30,000 SF 
facility (hangar bay plus 
general purpose shop space) 
at new location outside flood 
plain. 

10 MCCA for static 
display (historic 
airplane on display) 
/N/A 
/2027 

No alternative 
identified. 

Construct a static display, 
including foundation, utilities, 
landscaping, signage, access 
pavement.  

11 Open Skies 
Temporary Facility 
/N/A 
/2019 

No facility pending 
construction of a 
permanent facility.  

Install temporary (modular) 
1,700 SF building on existing 
parking area.  

12 Retrofit Entry Control 
at Existing Base 
/N/A 
/2020 

No alternative 
identified.  

Update existing ECP to 
add/reconfigure lanes, update 
signage, lighting, gates and 
other supporting features. 

 
The No Action Alternative is required by 40 CFR 1502.14(d).  Under the No Action 
Alternative, the construction, renovation, and demolition projects will not occur. This will 



not meet the 139 AW’s needs; however, it is carried forward for analysis per CEQ 
regulations and as a baseline for comparing the other alternatives.  
 
AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND CONSEQUENCES 
 
Per CEQ regulations (40 CFR 1500), federal agencies may focus their NEPA analysis 
on those resource areas that could be affected and omit discussions of resource areas 
that would not be affected by a Proposed Action (40 CFR 1501.7[a][3]). It was 
determined that the following resources did not warrant further consideration because 
there would be no impacts: 1) safety, 2) biological resources, 3) visual resources, 4) 
cultural resources, and 5) hazardous materials and wastes, solid waste, and other 
contaminants. The following resources were further analyzed for potential impacts. 
 
Air Quality. Under the Proposed Action, no significant impacts to air quality would 
occur. Dust and combustion emissions from construction-related activities would create 
short-term air emissions; however, implementation of standard dust minimization 
practices would serve to reduce the amount of dust generated during construction. 
 
Noise. Under the Proposed Action, no significant impact to noise receptors, including 
rural residences, would occur. Construction-related noise would have minor, temporary 
effects on the noise environment in the vicinity of the Proposed Action area. Given the 
type of construction activities (sporadic, during daytime hours, short-term, etc.), no 
significant impacts to residences would occur. There are no long-term significant 
impacts to noise receptors under the Proposed Action. Therefore, the Proposed Action 
would have no significant impacts to noise receptors. 
 
Land Use. Under the Proposed Action, approximately 126 acres of existing farmland 
would be converted to a different land use. The conversion of the farmland would result 
in a 0.07 percent reduction in acreage of farm land from the 2012 total farms acreage in 
Buchanan County. Since 1) the loss of farmland being less than one percent and 2) the 
use of farmland by a Federal agency for national defense purposes is exempted from 
the Farmland Protection Policy Act, the Proposed Action would have a less than 
significant impact to land use. 
 
Geological Resources. Under the Proposed Action, construction activities would 
include soil disturbance either through demolition or ground clearing for preparation of 
construction. Best management practices (BMPs) such as erosion controls and prompt 
stabilization of open earthwork would be implemented to minimize erosion. In addition, 
soil disturbance activities would be short-term and temporary. There are no long-term 
significant impacts to geological resources under the Proposed Action. Therefore, the 
Proposed Action would have no significant impacts to geological resources. 
 
Water Resources. Under the Proposed Action, no significant impacts would occur 
directly to surface waters, wetlands, or stormwater drainage structures. BMPs required 
by state and federal laws would be implemented to protect any nearby surface waters 
and wetlands during construction and operation. Prior to construction, silt fencing would 



be installed around the perimeter of the construction areas to control sediment erosion. 
After construction, the areas used for staging and any disturbed soil not built-up will be 
reseeded with grass species to stabilize soils. Stormwater runoff and water quality 
would be controlled in accordance with the 139 AW Stormwater Management Plan as 
required by state and federal regulations. Therefore, no significant impacts to water 
resources are expected. 
 
Transportation and Traffic Circulation. Under the Proposed Action, the construction 
of a new entry control point for the base will have a long-term impact but not a 
significant impact. A portion of a roadway will be closed off to through traffic after the 
construction of the new entry control point and the installation of security fencing in that 
area. This will force traffic to be routed to an alternate nearby roadway to reach nearby 
homes. The reroute will increase the transit distance from approximately 0.85 miles to 
approximately 1.1 miles. Since the alternative route is readily available and commuters 
travel distance would only increase 0.25 mile, this is a less than significant impact. 
 
Socioeconomics. Under the Proposed Action, there would be a short-term beneficial 
impact to socioeconomics. The potential addition of an Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron and the implementation of construction projects will bring an opportunity for 
local jobs, including both skilled and unskilled (general labor) construction and related 
work.  
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
NEPA, 40 CFR §§1500-1508, and 32 CFR 989 require public review of the EA before 
approval of the FONSI and implementation of the Proposed Action. Notice of Availability 
for public review of the Draft EA will be published June 10, 2020 in the St. Joseph 
News-Press. The Draft Environmental Assessment will be available for review 
electronically at https://www.lrc.usace.army.mil/Air-National-Guard-Environmental-
Assessments/ and will be posted to the St. Joseph Downtown Library if it opens to the 
public when closures related to COVID-19 are lifted. 
 
Through the Interagency and Intergovernmental Coordination for Environmental 
Planning Process, the 139 AW notified relevant federal, state, and local agencies (listed 
in Appendix A) and allowed them sufficient time to disclose their environmental 
concerns specific to the Proposed Action. The total review period for public and agency 
comments is 30 days. Letters will be in Appendix A of the Final EA. 
 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
 
After careful review of the potential impacts of this Proposed Action as assessed in the 
Environmental Assessment, Missouri Air National Guard, 139th Airlift Wing, Rosecrans 
Memorial Airport, St. Joseph, Missouri, I have concluded that the action’s 
implementation would not have a significant impact on the quality of the human or 
natural environment or generate significant controversy by itself or considering 
cumulative impacts. Accordingly, the requirements of NEPA, the CEQ regulations, and 



32 CFR 989, et. seq. have been fulfilled, and an Environmental Impact Statement is not 
necessary and will not be prepared. 
 
FINDING OF NO PRACTICABLE ALTERNATIVE 
 
Pursuant to Executive Order 11990, in accordance with 32 CFR Section 989.14(g), 
under the authority delegated by Secretary of the Air Force Order 791.1, and taking the 
above information into account, I find that there is no practicable alternative to this 
action and that the Proposed Action includes all practicable measures to minimize and 
mitigate impacts to floodplains.   
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________    ________________ 
MARC V. HEWETT, P.E., GS-15, DAF    Date 
Chief, Asset Management Division        
  
 


